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Hr, 


FF you are one of theſe Modern Readers, who. never look 
iQ 


pon a Book, unleſs they find in it's Front, that it is 


written for the Sake ofa Party, You may fave the Labour of 


Reading theſe few Pages. F perſwade my ſelf, if, You fayour 
them with your Peruſal, You will beat a Loſs to find, whe- 
Z , OP TEE 
They are ſincerely addreſt in a plain homely Style, to Scotch. 
Men, with a fair Deſign to confirm honeſt Men of both Par- 


ties, And to reclaim (if poſſible) theſe who have been miſled. 


eg” "I. 4 
. * 
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g the UNION. . 


* this Age, Where, ſcarce any Man has eſcaped the Contagion of 
Faction and Party, The Generality of Mankind ſeem to raiſe their 
Views no higher, than to hope, and believe, They fhall be delivered 
| liſeries, by a Change of theſe Managers, under whom, they 
feel their preſent Sufferings. = _ „„ 8 
But recent and repeated Expęrience, may teach the People of this Na- 
tion, How vain it is, to place their Hopes upon Men, rather than T hings 


4 


And to believe, That a Change of Perſons, Miniſters, or Parties, ſhall _ 


better their Condition. | 3s 
If we ſhould look back to the five paſt Reigns, What Character can 


we give, of all the ſeveral Parties aid Factions, which have appeared in 
theſe times, whether Ving, Tory, Presbyterian, or Epiſcopal, Shall we not 


pective Turns of Court or Power? 


there ed what Folly, and Berri, Fellow Subjects have alterna- 
A. were an endleſs Labour to enumerate the Particulars: And being to 


confine the Affair in Hand, to a few Pages, I hall ſum up, theſe gene- 


ral Reflections, by giving a recent and ſolemn Inſtance, of the Candor, 
of Mig and Tory: When in Her late Majeſty's Reign, The Mhigs. 
thought the Tories had too great a, Share of Her Majeſty's Favour, 
They preſt a Motion for „ Kan One of His preſent Majeſty's 
Family, This Morjon was moſt ftrenuouſly oppoſed, and thrown out 
by the Tories; But before meeting of the next. Seffion of the ſame 

| n | e very 


very Parliament; Earl Godolphin (then High Treaſurer ) having thought 
fit to put a larger Share of Employments in theHands of Whigs ; At os 
pening of next Seſſion, The Diſcarded Tories made the ſame Motion, 
And the J/hrgs, with ng leſs Vigour oppoſed, and defeated it. 
I am not here to offer my Opinion, which Party was right; or- 
wrong ; Each Party urged this Matter as the Salvation of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, whilſt they were out of Place; And each of them oppoſed 
it, as the Ruine of the Government, whilſt they were in Place: And 
from this Fact, with an infinit Number of the ſame Kind, People are 
at Freedom to judge, Whether or not, Modern Parties, and Men in- 
Power, are governed by their own private Intereſt, or that, of their. 
Countrie's? And whether or not, a Nation, under any Apprehenſion of 
Danger, or Preſſure of Miſery, ought in Prudence, to truſt their Relief 
without Reſerve, to ſome Leading Men in Power? Or if a Nation in 
Time of Diſtreſs, ought not rather take ſuch Opportunities, as may 
occur, to make their Dutiful Applications to their Soveraign, and to 
the Parliament. . „ 5 „ 
It ſhall be no Part of this little Eſſay, to expreſs, the many Hard- 
ſhips this Nation lyes under, at preſent, by the Union; This being cal- 
culated only for fuch as are of Opinion, That ever ſince this Union 
took Effect, The People of Scotland have been running into a State of 
Miſery, without any Proſpect of Relief, other, than by being reſtored 
to the ſame State, they were in before the Union, with ſuch new 
Laws (if any ſuch ſhall be thought needful ) as may ſecure our Pre- 
ſent Settlement of the Succeſſion, and Church. When an Attempt 
Was lately made in the Britiſb Parliament, to have this Union diflolved, _ 
ſeveral Reaſons were given againſt it, One was, That it would endanger.” 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in His Majeſty's Family | 42s 
This being a very Reaſonable Obje&ion, and really meant by 
People who proteſt no plain Deſign to oppoſe the Diſſolution, theſe 
who made it, propoſed no other Security, or Satisfaction in that Point, 
but to call over, one of the Family, to give Countenance to the 
Exercile of that Settlement, upon the Queen's Demiſe. | 
Another was, That a Propoſal for Diſſolving ofthe Union, being 2 
Matter of Conſequence, The Queen ought to have been previouſly ad- 
vertifed of it, by an Addreſs from Scotlaud; Both becauſe her Majeſty 
had been induced on ſeveral occaſions, to ſay it in Publick, That ſhe va- 
lued her ſelf upon making that Union: And that her Majeſty might 
know, That 1t was really the "_ of the People to have it mt 
: E A 2 | | 4 


£ 0 


What Weight this Objection FRG or what Reaſon there may 
be for that Method, now ? ſhall be taken Notice of in another Place. 
-& Third Objection (or rather a Difficulty ). was, That it was not 
ſeaſonable, It was a Deſign- of the H/higs, the Government's Encmies(as. 
they were then called) to diſconcert the Queen'sMeaſures,and Diſorder 
the Government, GW. | 5 * | 
This Objection did not appear in Publick, and whether ar not, it 
was the chief Obſtruction under-hand,to ſo good a Work, ſhall not here 
/ be Determined; But ſo far the Arguments of ſome People, who of 
1 late, have appeared in Print, and otherways, to Obſtruct this preſent 
5 Addreſs, ſnall be complyed with, as to allow, That the late Miniſtry 
promoted this Objection amongſt their own Tools, not from any man- 
ner of Suſpicion, That the Affairs of the Queen or Government, would 
in any ſort be endangered, or diſordered by a Diſſolution; But from an 
| Apprehenſion that it might endanger, or diſconcert, their own Poſſeſſions 
i 
' 


of Places of Profit, and Power | 


I think, I have hitherto dealt fairly in my Deſcription af that late 
attempt, and in yeilding to the Aſperſions put upon the late Miniſtry 
in oppoſing it: The beſt Uſe I can now make of it, toward directing. 
my Fellow Subjects, is, to proceed in very few Words, to the Hiſtory 
of this preſent Attempt for a National Addreſs. Let honeſt Men of all 
Parties, draw the Paralel, as they think fit. | 5 

Jo ſooner was an Addreſs {et on Foot ( in moſt dutiful Terms) to 
His Majeſty, for obtaining a Diſſolution of the Union, But the Old 
Cry was raiſed againſt it, That it was a very good thing; but not ſea- 
ſanable! That it was a Jacobite Plot, entered into by the King's Ene-. 

mies! That it were proper, to wait the Arrival of our Hoxeſt Friends. 

from London! That it would influence the Elections, and diſorder the 
King's Government! That therefore, it were beſt, not to Addteſs, un- 
til the Elections were over, The King's Title Recogniz'd; And that this. 
being an Affair proper for a Parliament, ſome New Laws muſt be firſt 
made, for the Furder Security of the Preſent Settlement. 

| Theſe Objections appear in Publick; But in private, We are like- 

ways told, That this is nothing, but a Deſign againſt the Preſent Mi- 

niſtry; And that if this Affair is dropt, All the hardſhips put upon the 

Church of Scotland, ſnall be fully repaired in this next Seſſion of Parlia- 

ment, and the Grievances of the Union ſhall be Re&ified in due time. 
As to the firſt Objection, It being in General Terms, ho other, than 
an Aſſertion, That an Attempt to obtain a Diſſolution is a good eng, 

7 | 7 EC ut 
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Hut not ſeaſonable ! It needs no . Only this Obſervation may be 
made upon it, That, ſince even the Enemies to this Attempt, own 
the Union, to be an untolerable and univerſal Grievance, e may look 
upon our ſelyes,as an unaccountable People, if we do not take all law- 
ful Meaſures to get free of it. And therefore I proceed to the Par- 
ticular Objection, That it is + Jacobite Plot! W. 
It is a certain Principle, amongſt private Men, or Societies, to uſe all 
poſſible Means, to Relieve themſelves, from Bardens, or Hardſhips ; And 
it being here allowed on all Hands, That this Union is an intolerable 
Grievance to the Scorch Nation. Certainly, as they ought to improve all 
Lawful Means, for obtaining Relief; So as certainly ( ſuch is the un- 
eaſie Temper of Man) a great many will be ready, to lay hold of un- 
lawful Means, to get free of their preſent Diſtreſs. & . 
The Jacobitee, no Doubt, know the Natures and Failings of Man- 
kind, as other People do: And knowing the Univerſal Diſſatis faction of 
the People at the Union, cannot (if they have common Senſe) but 
look upon this Univerſal Heart-burning, as a ready Fewel, to warm the 
 Spiffirs of their Party; Do not People of all Perſwaſions, own in publick, 
That they will run any Hazard to be quite of this Union, If the Pre- 
tender ſhould find Means to come amongſt us whilſt it ſtands? Is it 
not to be fear d he may have a Party of Men, to join him, upon that 
Score, who are otherwiſe his Enemies? And if this Diſſolution is made 
by King George, Are not theſe Fears at an Ede 
Some Jace bites may be fond of the Diſſolution of the Union, as Scorch 
Men, feeling the intolerable Burdens of this Union, and their Aſſiſtance 
ought not to be rejected, as wiſe Country Men: But if they lay this 
Project, or concur in it, as Men promoting the Intereſt of their Pre- 
tender, they deſerve the King's Thanks, more than his. IS 
Nay, Thus far I could adventure to ſay, That if Certain Advice were 
come, That the Pretender were ready to make an Invaſion, whillt the 
Parliament of Britain is fitting, He would take the Part of a wiſe Patriot, 
who would repreſent, That many of the Pretender's Enemies would 
appear for him, in Hopes of being free of the Grievances of the Union; 
And therefore, ſhould adviſe the King, and Parliament, immediatly to 
pals a Bill for diſſolving it. 1 5 
If inftances were needful to expoſe the Folly of this Objection, Se- 
verals could be given, where the Jacobites- (for theſe very Reaſons) 
have oppoſed this Addreſs, with all their Intereſt, But to inſiſt furder 
upon this Objection, were to do it more Honour, then it deſerves. 1 8 
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It comes next to be be ee. ow far His Majefty's Govern- 
ment would be endangered by this Diflolution ? This of Neceflity 
leads me back to the Hiſtory of the late Attempt for that purpoſe, 
Her Majeſty was then on the Throne; The moſt Zealous Patriots of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, asked no furder Equivalent for its Security, but 
to have One of that Illuſtrious Family ſeated in the Houſe of Peers. 


That Prince is now the Firſt Member of that Houſe, His Royal Fa- 


ther on the Throne, The Army, Fleet, and whole Power of the Go- 


vernment in his Hands; And his Numerous Iſſue is in Britain. Theſe 


Matters are fo plain, That to draw the Paralel betwixt that Security, 
and this, muſt make a meer Mock'rie of all theſe Objections.  _ 

But furder, Let us ſuppoſe a Diſſolution, and Enquire, What may be 
the State of the Government's Peace, and the Relative Condition of 
both Nations, upon the Exiſtence of a Diflolution ? The Anſwer is 
plain, That if His Majeſty had been upon the Throne before the Union, 


That Union had never been made, And that ſo ſoon, as the ſame: is 


Diſſolved, HisMajeſty's Government, and theſe Nations, will be in the 


ſame” State, as Queen Ann's Government, and theſe Nations, were in, 


the other Day, before the Union was made. If this Union had been a 


made paſt the Memory of Man, Perhaps it might require much Thought, 


and many Councils, and Treaties, to Adjuſt a new State/ of an Uncer- 
tain Proſpect; But here there is no ſuchOccaſion ; The People of both 
Nations, are all of them fully acquamted with the Condition of the Go- 
vernment of theſe Nations, and each of them, kno their ReſpectiveStati- 
ons, and Duties in a Separate State: The Voungeſt of our Senators, or Mi- 
niſters, have ſeen the Nation of Scotland performing all the Duties of 
Subjection, and Allegiance, to their Joint Soveraign, and Contribut- 


ing their full and proportionable Shares, of all kinds, towards the Com- 
mon Intereſt A Diſſolution of the Union makes no Diſtinction in Al- 
legiance : A Separation of Parliament makes no Diſcharge, norReleaſe 


of Duties or Performances; The Conſequence of the whole can amount 


to no more, than to Relieve tne ots from the Charge and Burden of 


an Attendance, which no Equivalent can Repair; And to eaſe them of 


ſome other Hardſhips, which are inſupportable to them, and noways 
beneficial to the Exghjh; and which mult in all Ages Naturally foment 


A Longing Deſire in the Kors, to be free of theſe Circamitances. 
Theſe other Objections, That this Addreſs ought not to have been 


ſet on Foot until firſt the Parliament had met, and Recognized the 


King's Title, &c. ſeem to be ſufficiently Anſwered by what is 8 
25 | EE heſe 
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theſe Gentlemen do not think fit to Alhünguir betwixt the Proper 
Time for ſigning an Addreſs, and the Proper Time, for preſenting of 
it. If they mean, it's not a proper Time, for preſenting an Addreſs, until the 
Parliament meets, I am of their Opinion; But ſince theſe Gentlemen 
(for Reaſons beſt known to themſelves) have thought fir to jumble 
this point, it's fit the People ſhould take Notice, That as no Man, ever 

Said, or meant, it ſhould be prefented before Down- ſitting of the Parlia- 
ment, ſo, an Addreſs to be ſigned (as it ought, to be) by the, whole 
People, takes a great deal of Time. Ix's to be ſuppoſed, no Man will 

deny That its high Time to move in this Affair of the Diſſolution, this 

Seſſion of Parliament : And if the Delays it has already met with, ſhall; 

give it the Go-by ; And in place of- obtaining a fair Piſſolution, we 
ſhall have the Malt-Tax Levyed, and ſhall be loaded with new Taxes, 
let the Authors of theſe Delays.anſwer for it. £11 04-4 


Here, it may not be improper, to put ſome People in Mind of the- 
Specious Pretexts, with which ſome late Authors have Deluded them ; 
By inſinuating, That this Project of Addreſſing, was good in it ſelf: _ 
But being concerted by Jacobites, and diſhoneſt Men, it was not fit to join 
with them in it, And that we ſhould wait until our Honeſt Friends ſhould. 
arrive from London, with whom we might join, and get the Work done. 
If we wait for a Diſſolution by Advice from London, It is eaſie to 
read our Fate! But paſſing over that Reflection, Let theſe Authors 
ſhow their deluded Retinue, what Steps they have made in this Af-⸗õẽ EY 
fair, ſince the Arrival of their Honest Friends? If their Aſſurance is ner 
ver ſo great, let them hold up their Faces, without a Bluſh, and ſay, if, 8 
they had any other Deſign in theſe Deſays, but to amuſe ſuch, as gave 
them more Credit than they deſerved, and to lull a poor Nation aſleep? . 
That Objection, touching the Influence, This Affair, might have up- 
on the Elections, is, of a Piece with the former, no Doubt, The preſent 
Deſign of obtaining a Piſſolution, might, and ought to have influenced, 
the Elections, ſo far, as to engage the El ectors, to chuſe ſuch Repreſen- 
tatives, as would be hearty in that Affair; How far they have taken 
Care of that Point, Time will ſhow ! But I can give the Challenge to 
all theſe Authors, to point me out one ſingle Inſtance; Where, If the E- 
lectors had governed themfelves by that Rule; It had made Way for a. 
Tory Candidate, againſt a Jhig- one. | n | 


> 


And naw that the Elections are over, and all theſe Honeſt. Friends, 


d 


s &« 
# 


have arrived from London, and have been for ſome time in Cotland, 1 

again appeal to theſe Authors, and to all Honeſt Men, if the Pretexts 

were real, and the Delays well grounded 2. Or. if they Were only A-, 
vſęements. e FFF 
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As to tlie Private Hopes, which ſome of us entertain, of having theſe N 
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Hardfhips removed, which have been put upon our Church ; I ſhall not 
difpate'the Juſtice of a Britiſb Parliament; But We had belt conſider, 
Whether, or not, Our Scorch Church Eſtabliſnment, is full as ſafe, in the 
Hands of a Scotch Parliament, as that of a Br:ti/þ ; where, let the State 
Party go as it will, The Church Party, in Diſtinction betwixt Exgliſ and 
Scots, is vaſtly unequal. We ought likewiſe to conſider, That tho' our 

Hopes from this Parliament, or this Seſſion, may be reaſonably found- 


2A 
ny 


ed, how far, theſe may fail us in another? So that upon the whole, 


ol that Kind ? 


Our Clergy had beſt bethink themſelves, whether or not, they ſhould ' F 
riſque their Credit, by oppofing ſo National a Concern, upon a Proſpe& . _ 


© 


As to the Deſign againſt our Miniſtry, by the Diſſolution, The Duty : 


_ we owe our Sovereign, ought to engage our Reſpect to His Servants ; 


And People .ought not raſhly, on every little Emergent of Fa- 
- &ion, give them Diſturbance. But if a National Concern offers, by 
which the Sovereign's Peace, and the Welfare of his Subjects, ſhall; be 
better provided for (as ſeems plain in this Caſe) The King's Miniſters 
ought chearfully to concur with His other Subjects, in promoting ſo 
good a Deſign. And ſince a Failure of this Point has been charged to 
the late Miniſtry, I hope, The preſent will ſhow themſelves better Patriots. 

I have very carefully avoided all manner of Reflections ; But I can- 
not here forbear my Concern, at the Diſcouragement put upon Theſe, 
who have of late been endeavouring to. promote ſo good a Natio- 
nal Deſign, byſhutting up the Preſs, and queſtioning People fox pu- 

bliſhing Papers, where no Fault could be found: No other Infinua- 
tion ſhall be made upon it, But that all honeſt c Men, may behave 
themſelves, as Putiful Subjects, under ſo Happy a Settlement; And may 
contribute to make thatSettlement, more and more eaſie, to His Majeſty. 

When the former Attempt was made, we were told, It was un- 
mamierly and undutiful, not to: acquaint the Queen 97 it, by an Addreſs | And 
now we have Opportuity to remove that Objection. F 
If the Exgliſþ had a Mind to diflolve the Union, they can command 
their own Times and Seaſons ; But the Scotch mult labour this Point, 
through many Difficulties from Abroad;And it were hard and unnatu- 
ral to the. higheſt Degree, if they ſhould meet with any from Home. 

The Commencement of a New. Reign, is the moſt proper Seaſon, for 

letting our new Sovereign know our Diſtreſs, and the Concurring De- 
fire of the whole People, is the moſt effectual Way to obtain His Roy- 
4 Favour for our Relief. FINIS. 3 
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